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SUBJECT: COORDINATION OF OUR CSCE POLICY 
REF: PARIS 13555 

1. SUMMARY. IN REFTEL, WE RECOMMENDED A SPECIAL 
EFFORT TO COORDINATE OUR CSCE POLICY WITH FRANCE AND 
THE OTHER ALLIES, NOTING THAT SUSPICIONS OF US-SOVIET 
COLLUSION WERE BOUND TO RISE WITH THE APPROACH OF THE 
MOSCOW SUMMIT. WHILE OUR CONSULTATION IN THE NATO 
FRAMEWORK, BOTH AT BRUSSELS AND AT GENEVA, HAS BEEN 
HELPFUL IN MITIGATING THESE ANXIETIES, RECENT CON- 
VERSATIONS HERE SHOW THEIR PERSISTENCE. WE ACCORD- 
INGLY RECOMMEND THAT THE PRESIDENT DEVOTE SPECIAL 
ATTENTION TO THE CSCE DURING HIS VISIT TO USNATO. 
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ON THE BASIS OF NATO POSITIONS AGREED TO AT OTTAWA. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. CHIEF OF FRENCH WORKING GROUP ON CSCE, PIERRET, 

WHO HAD JUST RETURNED FROM GENEVA, TOLD US JUNE 18 
THAT THE CORRIDORS ARE BUZZING THERE WITH SPECULATION 
OVER THE PRESIDENT'S FORTHCOMING ENCOUNTER WITH 
BREZHNEV. HE SAID THERE WAS A GENERAL EXPECTATION 
THAT BREZHNEV WOULD PUT CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE ON THE 
PRESIDENT FOR AN EARLY END TO THE CONFERENCE AT THE 
HIGHEST LEVEL WITHOUT APPRECIABLE SOVIET CONCESSIONS 

ON HUMAN CONTACTS ISSUES, AND THERE WAS CONCERN THAT THE 
PRESIDENT MIGHT YIELD TO BREZHNEV'S ENTREATIES IN 
ORDER TO MAINTAIN MOMENTUM IN US-SOVIET RELATIONS. IN 
A RELATED CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF LE MONDE SENIOR 
FOREIGN EDITOR MICHEL TATU SAID HE BELIEVES THERE WILL 
BE AN OVERWHELMING TEMPTATION FOR THE PRESIDENT TO 
YIELD TO BREZHNEV ON CSCE ISSUES WHICH APPEAR OF 
RELATIVELY SMALL IMPORTANCE TO THE US, IN RETURN FOR 
SOVIET CONCESSIONS ON MATTERS WHICH ARE OF GREATER 
CONCERN TO US. 

3. AS WE POINTED OUT IN REFTEL, OUR POSITION ON CSCE 
ISSUES IS BASICALLY IN ACCORD WITH THAT OF FRANCE, 
ESPECIALLY NOW SINCE WE HAVE ACCEPTED THE PROPOSAL 
FOR A MEDITERRANEAN DECLARATION. ACCORDING TO PIERRET, 
THE FRENCH HAVE NO PROBLEM WITH OUR NEGATIVE POSITION 
ON MILITARY MOVEMENTS AS A CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURE 
AND THEY SHARE OUR RETICENCE ON FOLLOW-ON ARRANGEMENTS. 
HOWEVER, THEY BELIEVE THAT, HAVING UNDERTAKEN THE CSCE, 
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WE SHOULD GET SOMETHING POSITIVE OUT OF IT, WHICH IN 
THEIR VIEW SHOULD BE SOVIET CONCESSIONS ON HUMAN 
CONTACTS. THEY ACCORDINGLY BELIEVE WE SHOULD STAND 
FIRM IN HOLDING OUT FOR SOVIET MOVEMENT IN THIS AREA. 

THE FRENCH WOULD WELCOME BRINGING THE CONFERENCE TO 
A SPEEDY CONCLUSION, BUT ARE PREPARED TO STAND FIRM AGAINST 
THE SOVIETS. SPEAKING PERSONALLY, PIERRET THOUGHT 
THE FRENCH WOULD BE WILLING TO WORK INTO AUGUST IF 
SOME SOVIET MOVEMENT WAS SHOWN BY MID- JULY. OTHER- 
WISE, THEY WOULD PROBABLY OPT FOR ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 
OCTOBER. 

4. IN ALL OUR CONVERSATIONS HERE, WE HAVE OF COURSE 
STRESSED OUR EFFORTS TO COORDINATE CSCE POLICY 
AND HAVE SOUGHT IN STRONG TERMS TO REASSURE THE 
FRENCH THAT WE INTEND TO WORK WITH THE ALLIES ON 
CSCE ISSUES. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE THAT THIS 
REASSURANCE WOULD HAVE AN ESPECIALLY BENEFICIAL 
EFFECT JUST NOW IF IT CAME FROM THE TOP. THE 
PRESIDENT'S STOPOVER AT NATO WOULD SEEM TO PROVIDE 
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AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY. AS WE POINTED OUT IN REFTEL 
THE CSCE IN AND OF ITSELF SEEMS TO BE OF CONSIDERABLY 
MORE IMPORTANCE TO OUR ALLIES THAN IT IS TO US AND 
WE BELIEVE IT MERITS SPECIAL ATTENTION IN OUR EFFORTS 
TO CONVINCE THEM THAT WE CAN AND MUST WORK TOGETHER 
IN PURSUING DETENTE. 

STONE 
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